


















Arts and Architecture  in 
the Age of Augustus 

!  Augustus knew the 
arts were a tool for 
propaganda 

!  Augustus built 



Arts and Architecture  in 
the Age of Augustus 

!  Dedicated to 
Augustus’ wife Livia 



Buildings and Public Works 
in the Empire 

•  Heated bath complexes 
called a Thermae were 
perhaps the greatest of all 
Roman contributions to 
the art of living 

•  Form of relaxation 
enjoyed by rich and poor, 
men and women alike 



Buildings and Public Works 
in the Empire 

•  Systems of Aqueducts were 
built to transport water in ever 
part of the Roman empire 

•  A source of water had to be 
found on a hillside, where 
water flows constant and the 
slope was steep enough that 
water could flow to its 
destination only needing 
gravity 



Buildings and Public Works 
in the Empire 

•  Permanent Theatres were 
a late Roman 
development 

•  They were built semi-
circular with a dance 
floor, a stage, and a 
backdrop 



Buildings and Public Works 
in the Empire 

•  Most famous amphitheater is 
the Coliseum. (Flavian 
Amphitheater) 

•  80 entrances, 76 public 

•  4 seating areas 

•  50, 000 spectators 

•  Convicted criminals executed 
as part of public entertainment   


